[Surgery vs PTA in sub-inguinal atherosclerosis].
The authors describe their experience in the treatment of arterial occlusive disease of the lower limbs in the femoro-popliteal and tibioperoneal districts, by surgery (proximal or distal femoro-popliteal by-pass or segment by-pass) and Percutaneous Transluminal Angioplasty (PTA), analyzing indications, advantages, limits and complications of the two methods. Immediate and after one and three year results of surgical by-pass and PTA are compared. On the whole, in the patients in which we performed a surgical by-pass, we obtained slightly better results. Anyway, in the second stage of the arterial occlusive disease and in patients affected with short arterial stenosis and/or obstructions, PTA represents the best treatment.